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Weekly Update for December 16, 2022  
 
 
Concordia Property 
Nearly 100 residents attended a town hall meeting at the Civic Center on Thursday, 
Dec. 15, to hear about the City’s efforts to purchase property to establish a 
neighborhood of limited-maintenance, single-family homes.  

 
 
On November 15, the City Council adopted an ordinance that authorized the city to 
enter into a purchase agreement with Concordia Lutheran Church to purchase 18-
acres for $475,000.     
 
Thank you to the members of City Council, Superintendent Ben Hegedish, members 
of my administration and all the residents who took time out of their busy schedule 
to learn about this exciting opportunity and share their concerns and questions.   
 
Economic Development Director Jessica Hyser and I updated everyone on the due 
diligence process, answered residents’ questions, and explained the value of 
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building this type of development in our community to keep Independence 
residents in Independence.   
 
The city has posted Thursday’s presentation and a factsheet with answers to some 
common questions on the website.  Thursday’s meeting was just the first of many 
public meetings I plan to hold to keep residents informed and gauge their interest 
in this type of single-family community. 
 
By purchasing the property from Concordia, the City would be able to vet potential 
developers to determine the best possible design and living options. The City would 
then sell the land to the developer who would bring the vision to life.   
 
I want to reiterate: the City will NOT use eminent domain to purchase any 
residents’ property adjacent to Concordia’s property to facilitate this housing 
development. However, if any homeowner is interested in selling all or part of their 
property near the Concordia land, the City is open to having a conversation.  
 
 
 
Independence Police Awarded Body Camera Grant 
The Independence Police Department was awarded nearly $60,000 from the Ohio 
Body-Worn Camera Grant Program on Friday.  The program is part of Governor 
DeWine's ongoing efforts to help outfit Ohio's law enforcement agencies with body 
camera technology. 

The grant money enables the city to 
purchase twenty-five Getac BC-03 
body-worn cameras and all the 
necessary accessories (mounts for 
vests, charging docs, cables, extended 
warranty).   

The grant which was written by Lt. Mark 
Buehner will cover $26,152 in equipment costs and the remainder of the grant money 
will provide more than two years of cloud-based storage. 

These body worn cameras will integrate with our dash cameras to provide seamless 
video and audio of our interactions with the public.   The camera files upload 
automatically when officers return to the station.  This reduces the time that would 
have been needed to manually upload footage and increases the time officers can spend 
on the road.  The footage is saved to the cloud where it is encrypted for safe storage.  
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The grant will pay for Getac software which allows investigators to redact protected 
information/images when responding to public records requests and the software 
ensures records are held/maintained properly according to our retention policy.  

Governor DeWine said, "Body cameras are important not only for providing 
transparency to the public but also for adding an extra layer of protection for our 
officers."  

 

Keepsake Christmas Ornaments 

The City of Independence keepsake Christmas 
ornaments have arrived and are available for 
purchase at the Civic Center for $5 each.  

Beacon Design, which has produced the White 
House ornaments for decades, custom-designed 
this year’s ornament and incorporated the city’s 
updated 1814 emblem.  Each ornament is three-
inches in diameter, 24 kt. dipped, ,2-D metal-
etched and comes in a velvet-lined gift box. 

It is a sparkling, eye-catching ornament which 
will brighten up any Christmas tree or fireplace 

mantel. 

The ornaments will be available for purchase at the Community Services desk.  
Questions? Please call 216.524.7373.  

 

 

Sweet Treats for Sale! 

If you are looking for some delicious 
stocking stuffers, stop by City Hall where we 
are selling handmade, chocolate treats!   
 
We have chocolate-dipped Oreos ($2), 
smores and chocolate-covered Rice 
Krispie’s ($3 each), and hot cocoa bombs. 
($5). 

 

 

 



Wreaths Across America Ceremony  

 
 

I invite families to join me at Maple Shade Cemetery for the annual Wreaths Across 
America ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 17 starting at noon.   Each December, organizers 
coordinate wreath-laying ceremonies at more than 3,400 locations in all 50 U.S. states, 
at sea and abroad. 

We think about the holidays as the most wonderful time of the year filled with gifts, 
traditions and gathering around the table. But for many families, there is an empty seat 
at that table. For our veteran and military families, it’s important they know their loved 
ones are not forgotten.  

Wreaths Across America is built on a mission: Remember, Honor and Teach. Their 
commitment lasts all year long, far beyond the single day in December when they 
coordinate wreath-laying ceremonies.  I want to thank the dozens of volunteers who 
will again help to place wreaths at gravesites. 

 
Let’s Dance! 

The 1970s are famous for bell-bottoms, platform 
shoes, tie-dye shirts, love beads, and the rise of 
Disco. The music and the dance moves are things 
that remind us of our youth and what we did to get 
down and “boogie” with friends.  
 
Community Services will be hosting a Disco Party 
at the Civic Center on Saturday, January 14 from 5 
to 7 PM.  Dress in your favorite disco apparel and 
come ready to dance! 
 
The FM77 band will perform classic hits of the 

disco era as we bring back the dance moves of the Hustle, The Bump, Funky Chicken, 
The Lawn Mower, The Sprinkler, and so many more. Groovy refreshments will be 
provided.  

• Residents & Residents’ Guests 18 and older: $10  
• Registration Required -- Deadline December 20  
• Call 216.524.7373 to register or sign up online. 



 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please ask 
them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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